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In an ideal world, every school we visit would have everything we need.  If you don’t, please 
contact us ahead of time. ALL OF THESE REQUIREMENTS CAN BE MODIFIED. If you 
have concerns or questions, please call, fax or send an email to Bruce. 
 
PARKING REQUIREMENTS 

1) Circus travels in 2 vehicles. 
a. A car (Toyota Prius) 
b. A 75-foot long combination (bus towing a trailer). It is approximately 5 car 

lengths long– we are one of the longest vehicles on the highway. 
2) The parking space for the bus/trailer combination should be about 85 feet. This gives 

us space to open the trailer ramp door so we can unload. 
3) If we park in dirt/mud that is wet, we will sink. 
4) We sleep in both the bus and trailer so the parking area should be relatively level. 
5) Parking immediately outside of the performance room is ideal. When possible, try to 

avoid steps between the parking area and the performance room. We have a lot of 
heavy things on wheels to unload. 

6) Because of its size (75 ft.), our bus/trailer combination is not able to make tight turns. 
7) Parking in one place overnight and moving in the morning is not practical. 

 
POWER REQUIREMENTS 

1) We have our own extension cords. We are able to park about 100 feet from your 
outlets. You do not need to lay cables out for us.  

2) Overnight we need three (3) separate 110 volt, 20 amp circuits.  
3) The power from the circuit should not be shared with anything else. We use all 20 

amps. 
4) GFI outlets do not work 
5) Please show us where the breakers are when we arrive. Please identify these ahead of 

time.  
 
WATER REQUIRMENTS 

1) We have about 200’ of RV water hose designed for drinking. You do not need 
to lay any hoses out for us. 

2) Our water keys fit most school buildings. 
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Circus Day is coming. We’ve assembled some notes for you to help you prepare. 
 
☆ THE CIRCUS IS COMING … THE CIRCUS IS COMING!!! ☆  
So that parents and students know about Circus Day, on 2 occasions you will be 
asked to send a note home with each of your students. 
 
☆ FIRST THINGS FIRST ☆  
To help the day run smoothly we’d like you to collect all of your students’ envelopes, 
put them in a big manila envelope and send this envelope to the circus before you 
begin the school day. 
 
☆ LEARNING TO JUGGLE (3rd-8th grade – sometimes PreK-2 too) ☆  
Each workshop runs 60 minutes. We bring enough equipment for everyone to 
participate at the same time. The workshops are age specific and a lot of fun, so 
you are welcome to join us. If you need to leave during the session, please be back 
15 minutes before it ends.  At each workshop’s conclusion 3-8th grade students have 
5 minutes to purchase their souvenirs. PreK-2nd are given about 15 minutes. 
 
☆ ORIENTATION (usually PreK-2nd) ☆  
If you don’t come to one of the workshops, your students are scheduled to join us 
for a 30-minute orientation. This way they can identify with the afternoon 
performance. During last 15 minutes students shop for their souvenirs. 
 
☆ IT’S SHOW TIME ☆  
When students come back to the 45-minute slapstick comedy show, they get their 
refreshments. Please make sure they have their tickets in their hands before 
showing up. Everyone will have a blast at the show. Feel free to reassure your 
students: we did not bring clowns or animals. It’s all good fun!!! 
 
See you at the circus!!!  
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CIRCUS DAY FOR 
TEACHERS 



EXPOSITORY AND CREATIVE WRITING 
 
". . . besides, a writer, like an acrobat, must occasionally try a stunt that is too much for him." 
                                                             E.B. White 
 
 The following is a range of sample circus theme writing assignments.  The circus provides a focus 
for many different kinds of writing assignments.  Some of them are as follows: 
 • Writing circus stories or poems. 
 • Writing about circus experiences. 
 • Writing letters for information about a circus. 
 • Writing advertisements or making programs, handbills, etc. that could be used in presenting a 
circus. 
 • Writing speeches for a circus ringmaster. 
 • Writing jingles for circus clowns. 
 • Writing circus reports. 
 • Recording information pertaining to a circus performance, for example, interviews with real 
circus people. 
 
 Many students will no doubt have attended professional circuses and can be asked to write essays, 
short stories, or poems based on those experiences.  A research paper on a circus topic can also be 
assigned.  There is abundant material available, for example, about the Ringling Brothers.  A 
student might want to research some aspect of their tremendous success. 
 
The following epigrams all deal with the circus; they are provided as resources to help teachers in 
the upper grades prepare writing assignments for their students. 
 
 "Thus was accomplished one of the most daring and useless feats (Blondin's crossing of Niagara Falls on a tightrope) 
that even this fast age has ever witnessed." The Tribune, 30 June 1859 
 
 ". . . Five men working harmoniously together to build something that became part of the American tradition, and 
which in those days of no television, and no cinema, and no radio, gave much of stimulation & color & delight, & even 
of education, to lives which were hungry for it all." Hester Ringling Sanford 
 
 "Friday, I tasted life.  It was a vast morsel.  A Circus passed the house--still I feel the red in my mind though the 
drums are out." Emily Dickinson 
 
 "In the circus parade there is glory clean down 
 From the first spangled horse to the mule of the clown." James Whitcomb Riley 
 
 "Clowns are pegs, used to hang circuses on." Phineas T. Barnum 
 
 "Fame is nothing more than a place in history and in the mouths of people who talk.  It satisfies vanity, but only 
occasionally brings bread." Dan Rice 
 
 "Tonight has seen me assume the motley for the last time. It clung to my skin as I took it off, and the old cap and bells 
rang mournfully as I quitted them forever." Joseph Grimaldi 
 
 "Let . . . clowns speak no more than is set down for them." Hamlet 
 
 "You can shake the sawdust out of your shoes, but you can't shake it out of your heart." Cecil B. DeMille 
 
 "A circus is a bright, spangled girl with a date in a town a hundred miles away tomorrow morning."  
  F. Beverly Kelley 
 
 "It was my fault for making the cat act when he had a headache." 
  the tiger trainer Proske after a near-fatal mauling. 
 



 "It is meat and drink to me to see a clown." Shakespeare 
 
 ". . . it is worth reporting that long before the circus comes to town, its most notable performances have already been 
given.  Under the bright lights of the finished show, a performer need only reflect the electric candle power that is 
directed upon him; but in the dark and dirty old training rings and in the makeshift cages, whatever light is generated, 
whatever excitement, whatever beauty, must come from original sources--from internal fires of professional hunger and 
delight, from the exuberance and  gravity of youth.  It is the difference between planetary light and the combustion of 
stars." E.B. White 
 
 "In the circus, it is like a dream . . . the flyers really fly and catch each other the way you are caught in good dreams."
 Ernest Hemingway 
 
 "To ma, the equestrienne in full possession of her skills is superior to all the stars of the ballet, the opera or the 
theatre, to a Cinte Damoreau or to a Dejazet, to a Taglioni or a Dorval." Honore' de Balzac 
 
 "Circus performers are emancipated beings.  For them, the world is not what it seems to us.  They see with other eyes.  
They live in the moment, fully, and the radiance that emanates from them is a perpetual song of joy." 
  Henry Miller 
 
 "Were Congress to pass a bill compelling every adult inhabitant of the United States of America to visit the circus at 
least twice a year . . . I believe that throughout the country, four out of five hospitals, jails and asylums would close 
down and millions of psychoanalysts would be thrown out of employment." e.e. cummings 
 
 "People of the circus have in them two attributes, which even singly are rarely found, but which together make 
nothing impossible in the world, namely boldness and diligence." Felix Salten 
 
 "The aerialists have the happiest smiles of all when they come down to earth after their dangerous flights.  They seem 
to smile from the bottom of their souls, as if they were saying:  look, I did it again!" Vertes 
 
 "The circus means to me a brief re-living of eagerness and wonderment of childhood.  Nothing else can bring it so 
vividly into focus." Helen Hayes 
 
 "The circus is the only spectacle I know that, while you watch it, gives the quality of a happy dream." 
  Ernest Hemingway 
 
 "I don't know exactly what the circus gave me.  Except that I saw people risking their lives while being beautiful, for 
the enjoyment of their neighbors.  But I think that's enough." Maxim Gorki 
 
 "The circus is change of pace--beauty against our daily ugliness, excitement against our boredom . . . Every man, 
woman and child comes from the circus refreshed and renewed and ready to survive." John Steinbeck 
 
 "To tell a good clown from a bad one is easy:  either you are amused or you are not.  But to distinguish a great clown 
from a good one is more difficult.  A great clown will never give anyone the impression that he is playing a part.  He 
never appears to have learnt his lines or studied his gestures. He seems to be a fathomless source of perfect 
improvisation.  One is conscious of a power which appears limitless because it reverses our preconceived ideas . . ."
 Antony Hippisley Coxe 
 
 "No clown can be a real clown without the help of tradition and method, and an exhaustive technical training for his 
profession.  Your clown, just as much as any other artist,  is the product of tradition." Grock 
 
 "My boy, if you want to be a successful clown, first you must be an acrobat, then a trapeze artist and a tumbler; in 
fact you must be able to do everything, and then you can think about being a clown." 
  Signor Truzi, a circus proprietor - quoted by Coco the Clown 
 

 "The folly of clowns should always be the bouquet of long and slowly gathered wisdom." James Agate 



PERFORMING AND FINE ARTS 
 
 

THE CIRCUS AS AN EXPRESSION OF ART 
 
  "But for one brief moment the young woman of the circus, swinging through space from one 
trapeze to another, is the grace of the flying Mercury." 
                                                   Ralph Bergengren 
 
 One may reasonably ask whether the circus has any genuine claim to be regarded as an expression of 
art--and, if so, in what sense.  In a 1909 article entitled "Taking the Circus Seriously," Ralph Bergengren 
argues that it does and that its aesthetic value consists in the visible expression of strength, grace, and vitality.  
What matters, he argues, is that the performer's movements appear effortless, though they in fact require 
masterful technique:  "Truth to tell we are deceived by the skill of a great actor into the belief that his fictitious 
danger is real, and by the skill of a great circus performer into the belief that his real danger is fictitious.  It is 
the test of art in both cases." 
 
 Teachers are encouraged to refer to the Bergengren essay in preparing to discuss this topic.  In learning 
more about the circus arts, students will enrich their appreciation of the "masterful technique" underlying such 
things as a circus troupe's routine, the lighting and coloring necessary to create a circus atmosphere, the 
language used by the ringmaster to introduce circus acts, the training and keeping of circus animals, the 
sequence of tricks or acts in a performance, the design of circus costumes. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS.  The circus provides a focus for many different kinds of studio arts assignments.  Some of 
them are as follows: 
 • Drawing circus animals. 
 • Making circus posters and handbills. 
 • Taking circus pictures and developing the film. 
 • Building animals and making costumes. 
 • Designing clown faces. 
 • Making circus puppets. 
 
GRADE OF DIFFICULTY.  The curriculum suggested above can be presented to virtually any rank of 
students, though of course with different expectations depending on the age and background of the class.  For 
example, students at the elementary school level can be expected to draw a recognizable clown's face in 
crayon, ninth graders to work with greater skill using pastels or water colors, and high school seniors to create 
three-dimensional models. 


